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DIY SKILLSHARE

A hands-on gathering of techniques and humane technology workshops

May 18-21, 2000 at 924 Gilman, Berkeley, CA

*...Tools do not care if they make eyeglasses or shell casings. Technology is not some incrtial process from which humans flee in
terror. Rather, we are terrorized by people who benefit from our subjugation, who smugly refer to their manacles and clubs as
‘technology’. Butsand ina tra ion is technology. Medicinal herbs are technology. Root cellars are technology. Mud and
weeds are technology. Video cameras at police riots are technology. The siedge hammers of the Luddites were technology too,

The political question is, will people ever gain the power to reject technology which subjugates them, and adopt technology that
liberates them.

Our lives are full of tricks for reinventing life within the culture of death. It is a triumph for bumanity when the seed of a good
idea germinates in the capable hands of a hungry person. The best engineers in the world are people all aver who get things to
work with their hands, eycs, ears, and noses, racing the setting sun.”

Seedhead zine

4 Days of hands-on workshops will include the following:

semi confirmed WOl’kShOpS: biodiesel and alternative vehicle fuels, auto mechanics, accupressure,
unlearning racism, herbal medicine, activists and the law, wine making/beer brewing, DIY distilling,
women's self-help health care, plant propagation techniques, carpentry basics, electrical wiring, photovoltaic
(solar) electricity, gardeners’ options for gaining access to urban land, raising activist kids without fear,
edible mushroom culturing and foraging, worm composting, DIY bike cart, greywaler systems, natural
building techniques/ urban natural building, mothers and children-on the front lines in activist communities,
DIY your own job/fire yer boss/creative self-employment, women working in the trades rap
session/acquiring practical skills and breaking into the trades in spite of sexism , self defense, surviving
radical demonstrations, kissing workshop, pedal powered machinery, building lowcost shop tools from
salvaged materials, erotic cooking (evening potluck), seed saving, intensive production urban gardening,
beekeeping, video and editing, soapmaking with waste fryer grease, food preservation, dumpsterdiving
treasure hunt, earth plaster , welding, nontoxic pest control, bike mechanics, electric guitar repair, bow-drill
fire starting, writing to prisoners (info table), basic tool use and shop safety, stage lighting, DIY shop
ventilation (info packet), tool and knife sharpening, amp and scund equipraent repair, knife throwing
pl"OpOSCd workshops: electronics, solar hot water, solar cookers, rocket stoves/hot box cookers, herb
walk, blacksmithing and forge building, nonmonogamy, grantwriting, home recording, doing sound and
putting on shows, herbal salve making, conflict resolution, DIY instrument building, facilitation, zines,
toymaking, first aid basics, screenprinting, pirate radio, potato gun, machine sewing, electric vehicle
overview, herbal salve making

DIY Skillshare Gathering Get in touch (and send stamps please) ta get on the
PO box 4934 mailing list

Berkeley, CA 94704

Voicemail: 510-496-2740 x. 3957

Skillshare@onebox.com
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With the vorld in the state of affairs
{t'm in and ¥Y2K on the horizon, it's a gaod
idea to start mearching out and uaing

alternative methods of perforsing everyday
taskn without relying on the capitalist

:.(\ ‘_.firtf'x'!
| L+]

infrastructure. Cooking ls a good exampla,
Instead of electric or ga
optlons ars available. Whare a fire

ble, a rocket astave could be juat the
item. A rocket ntove lu 4 Lov mawa: lAwulated
vood burning stove.

One pound of dry vood releames About
8,600 British Thermal
#necgy vhen buzned. T
batteries; they store ¥ collected from
the wunlight! Wood Ia like a battery that has
boen atoring energy for decades. Py ualng wood
efficlently, people can coock food using
branches and twigs instead of split logs.

Rocket stoves are bamed on an ingeniocus
inatlon tacipies. The combustion
chamber im inaulated in order to xesp the
fite hot and burn vood sore compietely,
reducing smake from uncombusted fuel.

Rocket atoves are lov mase, robblng lenmsm
heat from the pot and an Insuiated chisney
a very atrong draft which caw the
surn Tore flercely. Slnce the
operates at very high temperatures. there
very iittle mmoxe once the fire s burning
conniatently and it ia posasible to cook
diractly over the chimney.

gupplien Weeded:

One gallon tin can & 144 {®10) can.

Four soup

insulative

terial l.e. vood ash/ pymice

Can opener: hammer;
Flathead ncrevdriver: hackmav & marker.

Step One

WIEh Ehe can opener cut the ends out of
the moup cans. Notice the diaseter of the
cans. Trace the outline of A moup can in the
widdle of the 11d of the large can.Hake sure
it's centered. With your =crewdriver and
hamaer, punch & hole in the iid within the
outline, 1arge enough the it the tip of the
tin shearsm through. Cut a hole in the center
of the 1id that fits snugly around the soup
can.

Step Two
Cut a hole the dlameter of A soup can in
the # 10 can. This will be your stove body,

Cut the hole about one and Y lnches up froes
the bottom of the cau. (Sem Drawing ® 2]
Use & rker to drav a cuttlng

guide. Turm the can on ita side Drovieg #1

and use the hacksav to cut a
alot in the can. Within the ’
pattern and vpposite tha seam.
Use the screvdriver to enlarge
the slot and tin ahears to cut

__OuUt the hole, You yant 2 anug
e,

Step Three

Tn order to sssemble the chimney and feed
chamber, three soup cans need to be jolned Ln
the foliowing way.

A. Cut a hole in one moup can about
Inch from the bottom. Do this in the mame
you cut the hole in the ® 10 can. at thes msase
height, so that a woup can vill fie through
the =10 can and into this moup can.

(5ee drawing #3). -

B, HWith the third can.
cut small thin slits, clome
together, around one end
ining the tin sheara. Don't
cut them to closa.

Coyote

!

. After cutting the end of the can .

push the crimped end into the upper

end of tha

soup can with the third hole. This forms your

chimney. (See drawving 4).

D. Positicn the
chimney and feed chamber Do
into the atove body.

E. Next £ill the stove
body with insulation,
Wood auh worka wvell.
Pack it around the moup cana.
This serves to stabllize the
chimnay and fesd chamber. FL11
the can to about ons inch below
the top. (Ses draving #5).

Step Four

Now cut flanges to
support the Lid of your
atove.

#4

¥

&~

sieg the tis ‘shears, cut tbree flanges

about cne inch long and one inch vide at three
spots evenly mspaced around the top of the
atove body. Then bend them into the can so
that they reat on top of the inaulation,

Step Five

IT thoe top of your chimnny extenda above
the top of the stove, cut the top can down to

the level of the out
smaller flanges in t
them out towards the
aupport for yeur 1id

Nov that the

your mtove iw completed, fit tha ho

Lid over the chimney and dovn onto
supporta, Covering the Inasulation.
Step Six

hell. Then cut three
shimney can and bend
11, Thia forms the

body of
ie in the
the

Noxt a ahelf needs to Be cut for the tred
chamber. Cut your fourth can open with the tin
whearm. Cut along the meam and pound flat with
4. hammer. When flat, cut cut a shelf the wideh
of the can extending from the stove. Cut two
alots in the can and sllde the ahelf into the

niota. (See draving #6)

Drrwlag #5

A Rocket Stove works wall because a
atrong draft lw created. To use the stove:
Drop kindling in the tep and light

through the faed chamher

s fire catches,

continue to fead {n sticks and twige by laylng
them in tovards the fire. Allov the free flov
of alr under the whelf as this provides tha
deate. Your pot {s placed on top of the stove.
bDe sure %o allov sufficient out flov
af hot gases., You may noed to adjust the
height of your pot from the murface of your
stove or cut vider flanges to permit hot air

to flov ous around the p
Practice building and cooking with
ALove. A

« Have fun!

your Rocket

Rezerber, self reliance and vorking

ely with your immedia

Fecd |
CHAMAER.

urviving. Prepare and survivel <=

APRO

ommunity ia key
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C®P WATCH

Eugene Cop Watch is a human rights
group dedicated to monitoring police activity
in the community. Our primary goal is to
provide video documentation of the Eugene
Police Department's interactions with indi-
viduals. ECW is also a resource for individual:
who feel that they have been mistreated by
the poiice, providing referrals to appropriate
governmental and non-governmental groups
and organizations, serving as a witness and
providing evidence in court for suspects and
victims of police abuse, and providing litera-
ture and other information to inform sus-
pects of their rights and responsibilties under
the law,

Mission }

CLVY didU HOURI LU BUULALE Lie wwin
munity about the actions of police. We pro-
vide information to anyone seeking facts
about the scope, practice, and intent of
police activity. We research the law, policy
initiatives, and budgets of local law enforce
ment agencies.

Since its inception, Eugene Cop Watch
has spent hundreds of hours in the commu-
nity shooting video of arrests and other
pelice activity. We have educated thousands
about their rights and responsibilities under
the law. ECW has written, and been the
subject of a number of stories and articles in
local publications. ECW also publishes a Cop
Watch report that describes and analyzes
recent law enforcement efforts in Eugene and
Lane County. Some of the footage shot
during Cop Watch patrols is shown on Cable
Access T.V,

1) Eugene Cop Watch will protect members of our community from
abusive law enforcement by monitoring and documenting police

interactions with the community.

2) ECW wil_l be a resource for activists seeking information about the
scope, pfa‘ctlce. and intent of police activity. ECW will coordinate with
other activists to plan and execute action designed to remedy the

problems faced by the community.

3) ECW will be a resource for those who are the victim of abusive law
enforcement practices: Providing refarrals to appropriate governmental
and non-governmental groups and organizations, serving as a witness and
providing evidence in court for suspects and victims of police abuse, and
providing literature and other information to inform suspects of their
rights and responsibilities under the law,

4) ECW will educate the community about the actions of the police in

their community.

5) ECW will remain independent of governmental, corporate, bureaucratic

or institutional influence.

6) ECW will maintain the confidentiality of all suspects and clients.

‘Guidelines

1) While working with Eugene Cop Watch, ECW members will observe and
encourage in others a strict code of non-violence. In all our actions we
will provide and example of respect for life and the safety of others. We

will be responsible for our actions.

2) While monitering and documenting police activities, ECW membars will

obey all laws.

3) While monitoring and documenting police activities, ECW members will
be courteous and respectful to police officers, suspects, and bystanders.
We will not provoke unnecessary o unconstructive confrontations with

police.

4) \.*‘.-‘lh:!e menitoring and documenting police activities ECW will be aware
of their surroundings, and potential dangers to themselves, police,
suspects, and bystanders, and will take every action within the law to

prevent harm to others.

5) For their own safety, and for the safety of others, ECW members will
work in teams, and will videotape iheir interactions or community
members interactions with police whenever possible or feasible.

6) While engaged in ECW activities, members will under no circumstances
be under the influence of any drugs or alcohol.



emergency treatment for teargas/pepperspray

T'he following protocol were developed based on the expernience of medics and victims
T'his 18 by no means a

of police chemical violence in Seattle during the WTO protest
comprehensive text on treatment, as we are only leaming as we go along. [ you are

exposed to chemical agents, record the methods vou use to treat your reactions and note
what works and how well. The more information we collect on this subject, the better

equipped we will be to counter the effects of chermical agents. The known agents
encountered by protestors in Seattle were Pepper Spray (OC), regular Teargas (CS),

super-strong Teargasses CX and CN. Nerve agents were probably present in one or both

of the latter two gasses.

BEFORE YOU GO OUT

-Protect vourself prior to potential exposure. Wear clothes that cover vour whole body 1n

layers that you can shed. Wear goggles or glasses 1o protect your eyes. Contact-lens

wearers are especially vulnerable. Wear a bandana. scarf, or balaclava that covers your

face. Carry a gas mask if vou can. If you have a reactive airway disease such as
serious asthma or allergies, vou should avoid exposure to chemical agents

their evele

-ALWAYS CARRY TONS OF WATER!"" Carry a spray bottle to help fush eyes

-Carry httle bottles or vials and take air samples of agents. This will help medics know
exactly which agents were used where. Label the bottles with time, date, and locauon.

-Bentonite Clay: available in health food stores. Slather exposed skin with wet clay and

let it dry into a thick layer. This will absorb much of the agent betore it reaches your
skin. [f' you use this method, be prepared to wash the clay off immediately after
exposure, The agent will eventually saturate the clay. You want to remove the clay
before this happens!

-Baking Soda: has been used the same way as clav. Make a thick paste and slather iton,

and remember to wash it nght off after exposure. You can mix baking soda and clay

together. The protective paste method decreases your rate of exposure, but complicates

removal of the agent,

Wearing the paste around vour eves will help neutralize gasses before they get into vour

eves
-DO NOT use toothpaste as a protective paste. [t doesn't work

-Vinegar: any kind will do. apple cider is preferred. Soak your scarf in 1t and wear it
over vour nose and mouth. The vinegar screen retards inhalation of gasses

You wiil be
in severe danger of respiratory distress anad possibly death. If you are pregnant, avoid
chemical agents. At least one of the stronger agents used in Seattle caused at least one
miscarriage, and many womyn went into immediate menstrual bleeding regardless of
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l_. I,:J‘ of an economic system that is hased
| nol on barter or sale, hut on

L =g campulsory gift-giving. We now
“-J ? know that various forms of the gift

7 ;’ economy !‘\I‘I.l“d. ‘il“ over the world.
< - i Most of the ahoriginal tribes
£ { living along the Northwest Pacific
.3 coast of North America poilatched.
an Formally speaking, a potlatch was a
L gathering of prople on any number
cC f of occasions, including birth.
- puberty, marriage or death. During
%) these gatherings there waould be
feasting, danecing. v the

redistribution of property or its

destruction.

In these societies, children
were raised with the idea of the gilt
firmly implanted in their worldyiew.
For example, Franz Boas ohserved
that when a Kwakiutl child is born.
itis first given the name of the
hir:h]\lace. which it Lv-rm for about
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Riot-geared police officers

Then a relative of

gives a paddle or mat 1 cach
clan members to mark the oe
of his kecond name, When
S 0 boy

reaches
puberty. he takes
\ay his third name.
N\ distributing
gilts to
.;" evervone in
\\ his clan. Tt
‘E is in effect
! his first
// potlatch. He
//’-' is usually
J/ assisted  in
// this ceremony
A by relatives,
# especially the
Vlmlnllly‘:‘
During the
potlateches, the Yaoks and the
Maxwas, property would be
distributed by the host to his guests

bigger

in between the dancing and the
feasting. This was the general
which hef
acquired rank and status

mechaniem by

within his society. The status
of the host gift-giver wa
directly proportional to hi
capacity for gilt-giving, The
greater the gift, the
the status of the giver. Bu
wail! As Mary Douglas put it
there are no free gifis! Eve

gift given carried with it the
obligation to reciprocate.g
aften with 100% interest
Today's potlateh guest wou ;
host.
Potlatching thus generated rivalry

be temorrow's potlaich

hetween stat

-seckers (typically the
hig chiels) as each one atiempted 1o
outde the others in their caparcity to
give everything awav. Al times these
contests would escalate to the point
where the distribution of property
became inadequate for the
expression of o chiel's disregard for
wealth and property, The next step
would he 1o

actually destray

property, often by burning it up. He

might burn up his canoes. or his

touse. wr the entire vilkage, Hi
might hrevak his coppers and thray
He mav cut the

. All this he

them in the sea

throat of his slaves

would dooan full view o S guesis.
and wusually with the complete
approbation of his clan

Thraughout, the goul was to fatten 5

‘wrank and enlarge his own

The “winner™ of such a cor

but also the dead from whom

potlateher claims hereditary tit

of the

well as the living clan
|nrl|u|('}|v'|.
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take a break along Pike Street.

(November 29, 1999)



Rioting and Looting as a
Modern-Day Form of Potlatch

Neal Keating, anti-copyright 1993

A spectre haunts the modern
warld. Tt is the spectre of the gift.
Everywhere the fight goes on. to get
pmple Lo respecl property. and 1o
accept the miseriex that come with
such respect, such as wark,
destitution, and injustice, It is an
endless light by necessity. The
minute it ceakes or weakens (e.g.
gets caught on videotape), prople
break out inlo activities of an
altogether different nature. They
riot, and they loot. They relieve
things of their fixed commodity
values. The redistribution of these
relieved things does not take the
form of a sale. nor even a trade.
a fixed price, they can only

dered as gifts.

Many societies throughout
the world practiced their entire
ecanomic activities along the lines of
gift-exchanges, the most famous of
which is the potlatch.! As modern
societies continue to approach total
collapse, we see an inleresting trend
developing: Potlatching is making a
comehaek! This was recently
demonsirated in 1992 in South
Central Los Angeles, when maore
than twelve thousand people took to
Lhe streets to express themselves

through the destruction of great
amounts of acenmulated wealth,

Dan Cranmer’s Potlatch

Around Christmasin 1921, 2
Nimkish Kwakiutl fellow
named Dan Cranmer hosted
o six-day potlatch at Village
ar Alert Bay in the

Tsland. 1
Canadian provinee of Brilish

Columbia.? The occasion was
that of his marriage,
Cranmer. heing true to his
Kwakiutl traditions. planned
ta celebrate the event with a
long feast during which he
would give everyone gifts.
Some three hundred guests
(fellow Kwakiutls) were on
hand to witness and receive
Cranmer's giving away of all

hie accumulated wealth,

Cranmer reportedly started
out on the first day by receiving
much of this wealth from his wife's
family (like a dowry). That night
there was a dance. The next day he
gave away twentyv-four canoes, |nm|
tables for two chiefs, four gasoline
boats. and another paool table. He
gave away blankets. gaslights,

violins and guitars. kitchen utensils.
and three hundred trunks. Women
were given

hracelets. shawls.
and dresses,
Sweaters and shirts
were  given 1o
youngsters. anmil
coins were thrown
in the air for
children to calleel.
Another dance was
held afterwards. He
did nat rememb
what he did on the

third day (perhaps
he was in a swoon.)

During the fourth day, he gave pway
cewing machines, gramophones.
Ledstends. and bureaus. along with
more hoxes and trunks, On the [ifth

dav. he away cash. And on the

sisth. he pave away aboul a
thousand sacks of flour, each worth
three dollars (a lot of money in
19211, as well as some sugar, It was
one of the largest potlatches on
record.

Although it
sounds like a
good time for
everyone.
Cranmer’s

law, and he.
along with fifty
o L th =e
Kwakiutls, had
criminal
charges

brouwght
agninst them as
a result.

Twenly-lwo of
those people were imprisoned for
two months. and the rest were given
cuspended sentences on  the
condition that they surrender all
their potlateh gear, which included
dance masks. ceremanial whistles,
and plagques of heaten copper

iknown as “eoppers’™.)
The law Cranmer had
violated is known as Canada’s

Indian  Act of 1885, which
specifically made any potlatehing
illegal. The reasoning hehind this
act was produced by a typical blend
of missionary and governmental
rationals which had as their goal the
assimilation of aboriginals into
modern society, and the extinction
of their cultures. The molives
hehind these goals were hardly just
lity. the

misguided altruis
Canadian g
American government] was seeking

the absolute extensian of the rule of

Ners

property, Potlatehing was a threat

1o this rule hecause among other

the
your

ITIS
v when

o toxins out through

per-sick. especiall
e water! Hev, dnnk MORE

x your bodv by drawin

Don't stop drinkin

from the health food store. Draws toxins out of vour

your bodyv usuallv makes vou feel su

fving

're super-toxic!
Be prepared. Give vourself time to get through it

VERY IMPORTANT TO DE-TOX YOUR BODY AFTER EXPOSURE. CHEMICAL

AGENTS PERMEATE THE BODY AND BOND WITH ENZYMES. Remember:

VICTIMS MUST TREAT THEIR BODIES INSIDE AS WELL AS OUTSIDE.
process of detoxi

Soak and scrub in a hot saltv bath and sweat it out!

-Sea Salt or Epsom 5alt baths help deto

-Detox: Drink buttloads of water.
skin.

WATER!
-Activated Charcoal tablets:

vou

bber gloves.

I rul

penetrate the latex and

vour hands worse than it would without the gloves.) The medic should also wear

lasses or

ften than that. (If vou are wearing

¢ and get nd of them!

The alcohol removes the mineral o1l and with it

emember the agent can

ng it in!

ads or cloths. Never wipe the skin with the same pad or piece of cloth twice! You're

gogules and a facemask to protect oneself from ambient exposure to the agents

gloves after each person vou ireat or more o
on the person vou are treating.

much of the chemical agent. The person wiping should have lots o

latex gloves while vou are exposed. r

mineral oil will bond to the agent. Then swab the oil off with alcohol. using clean gauze
damage

Mineral Oil and Alcohol: Immediately apply minerai oil to all exposed skin. The

-Immediately take off the clothes you are weann

AFTER YOU ARE EXPOSED:
wiping the stuff off. not rubb
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bout revoiution. you'll

f vou're serious a

age to vour body. |

-ABSTAIN from alcohol, nicotine, and fried foods for at leasst 2 weeks after exposure’

-EAT roots like rutabega, artichokes. and turnips with the spice tumenc. They have anu-
This is vour bodv we're talking about. vou only get one! Chemical agents and nerve

inflammatory properties.
take ood care of your body because you ain't ot much more 1o put on the hina!

agents can do permanent dam:

preading
vioeve. DO

g onto their body and s

]
WV

e

Wh

Apple cider vinegar is preferred. but any will

gar 1o |8 parts water. Have victim hold their head to the side

Soak cotton baiis in the solution and appl

help. Dilute one"p;m vine|

Do ngtuse the Same Cotton pail t

T

Remedy Flower Fssence: this is a product vou can buy in the herbal section

of a natural food store. It is a liquid and comes in a bottle like a incture. Soak 4 drops

ped

1) Diluted Vinegar solution evewash:

never wi

so the evewash will flow across their eves without flowin
) Rescue

Flower Essence to | quart water

the agent.
NOT WIPE

-



No Escape

Male Dominance on Site

f

"Hu]lcptl ]hn}J-.m, Mn{lo o ol T wem have weld Le b dreans W "f

|.iving on a protest camp is a unique experience. it is b
vompletely divorced from the realiny of British s
ciy—preconceived ideas and perceplivis are alered
Jrastically. Perhaps it is because of the comtinuous pres-
sure—the reason you are there is 1o iry and save land
trom being annihilated by companies. government
depanments and people who have nu respect for the
wuorld in which we live. who are prepared 1o decimale
land in favour of profit. Due to this. living on a protest
camp is not an easy Kfe. it involves a great deal of work
und strength of character. A bonding frows betw
people that T personally have never-experienced else-
where. 1 can liken it o that of family relationships—
what you go through with each other in such a short
peniod of ime is enriching. you are continuously evolv-
ing. learning new things about life that no educa
system could teach you in a bundred years. The overul
concept of a camp is one of a free suciel
speak 10 any ‘road protester” and they will tell of ieals
that focus on anarchy, equality. freedom. free love and

~
]

2 2o
uchs which allows them to consume abundant amo:
of teu thint mikes some of them downright lazy

You have 1o laugh really but there 15 more, and 1ty
even worse—poing pixieing with a bunch of mules
because they take it so damn seriously, they seem o
think that they become these stealthy creatures of the
night interacting with the psyche of nearby security,
predicting with dazzling (injaccuracy the securities”
moscments, moving with the earth in sure quick move-
mems that would daze even the infra red cameras ol
undercover police.

The funny thing is—the male spends all his time ger-
nng 1o his destination, prepared o trash that generator
only o find same one else hus pot there before him. He
then stomps back to camp in annoyance whilst the
temale hus tuken down three fields of fencing, but she
won't tell the male because she knows that nest e
he'll want 1 go with her, and 10 be honest the:
hloody hindrunce with all that macho commundo carth
stuff. Mot anly that, but put u shightly drunk blokey
bloke near a security guard, whilst you are trying 1o
unioad lurge amounts of sugar nto the generator he is
guarding, and all manner of hollering, shouting, sweur-
ng and peneral abuse will follow—for | might udd, no
panticular reason whatsoever. It just makes life slightly
uncomfortable when you are dangling off a bit ol rope
irying to prussak up to your tree house, being pelied by
sfomes because sume lout has been tormenting security
all night. Okay. so it s not a nightly occurrence, but
once ar twice 1 have found myself apologising 10 the
seciirity (semething no one hikes doing) for muen’s
behuviour wwards them. Us females tound that su
“what did yeu do in the eco-war daddy
lurly oul of une voice and grating fushion far more
ehlective

111 was poing to get hardeore feminist about it then |
waonldn't have survived on site for as long as | have, or
1 wouhl be living in some equally repressive nuinir-
<hul sie. Obviously sexism doesn't exist all the 1
bt there 1s cenainly the undercurrent on sites that men
are in control. Maybe it is due to the intense situation
ul hiving on a site—where there is often a continual
presence of security and police—that causes people (o
he far more aggressive about building and work, and
the threat of eviction at any given lime that can cause
the peneral awitude of some males to be very oppres-
sive. For example, there seems to be this general
unwritten rule that you do not talk 1o another man's
pirlitiend: alright, so you might end up pissed up in b
with them later. but in front of everyone itas i men are
hukhing you at arm’s length.

.
unly

n o particus

L am teying not to rant
suid that protest ¢
istic, domimeerin
woman to be i, Maybe, it's the extremely unhalanced
ratio of men (o women on site that o
fire It eyes of the cider induced hippre a very buther-
some expericnce. For stiiteis. there seems 1o be this
assumption that women
warys and that their reghouses ney
more experienced mule cust upon them before
would dream of having a simoke in thens.

In the Kitchen bender, protest
regressing bk 10 1
somen guietly get things done on o regular basis, and

ically anything vise you want w chuck in as long sis
it slows respect lor Ireedon i e individual

Yei despite this. as & wonai i
ing to ather females involved m vanous campal
everyone agreed that it was withoot a0 doubl, a putri-
archy dominated environnient.

nd moan, but it s pot o be
m be ane of U

P

kes the leering,

st elimb, can’t put up walk
stern eye ol the
1y one

s seem fo be

tinost medieval level wherehy
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rons i which o temale will
g up
ettmg the camp o tun smuoothly, or get the slop pot
bubbling. wind not even whisper that she is pissed vl
with adving it for the tenth mght on g run Yen il one
male hoes b one night you o the nlisne
argument (hae will ollow during the course ol the

Thete we

LI TOUS

sthout fuss do the wash IRer ol cowse

e

evenng where

I testosterone Filled being will sl
ther cands down on the bl
Turking SAS in more than praphic
Al whiat they had done thar o
e i aiid w hat techigues they used ot
Iy comples walkhway koot i inost s
the descrpton of the koot that gets everyone g
Becise somieune clse abwavs kiows betler amd ihat

i el every memher ol

the camp sl

detail e

b ey
o prantic-
o il i

someone else that knows better, you can bet your hiu-

niably be male. A friend of mine
satd something which summned the sitwation up very
micely: e ways sonie bahes carry on, you'd think it
RS FTS NTTTIS o
the shit i —and tlan wis sod by s man

Fiecall once sitmg up an ash tree that 1T had hived jp
Tun the lass two manths when o reasonably

ness o will

whievement | ve it

peticncad

ke climber visited the site susd was pottering about in
the warlhaays, passing by my ree. He ook ane ook at
Oh dear™ he sand.
aw fomg Tieve you been abseiling on that™— just that
briel suntence was enough o nake my eyes toll
the Bk of my head, and b o deep breath bete oo
vecdimg with my somewhin <ot answer, Beloe |

my abline and quickened his pace.,

Rrew i he was v olved with untangling the line ot e

Vi

ches, utting o hunsell aboul the ansiery
e did o ks
I was prale
e v bid ot
hin shiming

of my present ine. aid about how every

wary tliese
Tul ton hus advice. T
not an Bour Ber some uther “dashing kn

e b

Banness™ wis fo come ambling past only 1o re-lie the
abline usi
disbelidl
what stipid by

oas kot b ibrew my hands up in

the pre
id dent them ot but admittedly teht some.
e | el st Tistened o mysett 1
shoukd 1 1 the line e as 1t
was, tha | hid done tomyselt and Drnew it was ohiay —
ol |

blu tusay 1

Pt ey contidence was chullenged by these me
Tirst tha they genainely knew better.
What smales do not re

elieved
lise is thial there could actually

e o w
cach mcthod will sull be
il dhere is o e tor the emperaient of dase
sitthig swround e fnepi loooise toosueh ol fevels
Why s ol that 0 oonly seems o he the wonen
restling thes basic bundamental ot and will calmly find

rs. i be even three, of tying that koot and

s ehlective as the last, stili as

Nl
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From my own persanal experience, when | arrived on
one camp I was with my boyiriend of the 1me. | foud
that the other people living on site teaded inmally w

i

talk to him far more than me; almaost as 1l 1 was 3
s Cittzen. Qu hadd come
down from were directed at him, he wasy the one being
oifered the sphilf and hecrs fint and Wit was even
worse was |l indevidual - actually
directed questions shout me at him. Lam 20 and well
trained in the art of responding Lo questions shont whit
my name is and how old 1 am, yeo | found myselt ha
ing 1o be asserti Il the tme and bl
confident manner, direciing guestions it peopie in
order 1o get a response bom them, Exentually my
bussiness worked its way through and males wonld
begin to voluntanly talk 1o me. but there was acerty
amount of scathing analysis beforehand,

an [ aaid betore the v
o women is disproportionae. For cach win there
i s ew drrivids ppic on slie sin-
gle lemales are very yuickly weighed up and a mer
battle begins us suttors line up for their attention, For
example, @ friend's sister came down 1o site at
Manchester Airport’s Wild Garlie Camp. (During the
previous week there hind been two women on site, ind
s of sexi-

houl where w

ST

one raricul

Then it comes 1o sex ol e

are several men,

most males were at s stape exlibiung
al starvation, I was out of bounds as [ was secing some-
one and none of the blokes winted 0 tread on my
blukes toes, and the ather pirl was in e process of
lighting off two blokes—in her own wareds, “deliber-
anely building bareiers i front ol me m order o pit
them of”') Now this gl was very protiy, yor i she

cume gingery across the dodpy hridge this crossed the
river, this ulmughty “Wouah' emerged from the hre pit
areg—eyes widened, miouths salivated ad wngues
hung, as the minn contenders for “Seaist Pig of the
Week™ went it

She was evenually chiimed by one ol the aales that
swand drghtly  alter
i, bargig and clanmouning lor atlention. Iy

Tived on she Gud 1o not sise th
much a
was sickenmg 1o walch, yet on site there is cenainty
this geney
dascussed the iysie with said 1y manipulated by some
men living on site™. That s of eourse a matter of opin-
ton, but he isserted that there way a certun amoant of
L and “nog
everyone wanty sich ielutionships, if they don’t there
space shuuld be respected. Some men | koow can he
really pressucisimg and really hassle o pirl when she
hlatantly doesn’t want 1ot does tend 1o be mea more
then wamen that are up tor it

| free tove ideal which, as one male that |

pressure 1o conform 1o the free love 1d
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action )

ihe way that suils them the best amd i questioned

kg

amnused by 1his
iy

about it will end up being contused
le. el hem an provin
sou that you want o dothe koot fis
v But Lelt you, you don't. you're seething sndet-
neaith, you're pissed olf with this continuons rant and
this fervent beliel uphckl by males on sie that wemen
really don’t know how 1o do sy thing

Back w the washing up. Fam sure sou will agree i

his s

rannng

days and ume prery much fall into one on site, st the
s, what G
how long it wok b to do tha particalarly distasielol
batch of washing up. Notanly that. but the reason he
did it was becuuse "no one elve win duing any
waork, I've been working all day. there s m lod 10 the
hitchen and there’s no Tucking clean dishes.™ 1o net
need 1o really aceentuue the pomt any more. bur whilst
males et by stenc wd cluck up the number ol times
1 something as mundane as wash
ingz up. feanales just do ot and ichell of o o eise as well
Yer they do not demand o thimk s
pranhication and worshipping as teir male counter-
parts. In discussing this panticular issue, which infuri-
ates me on a daily hasis, @ friend of mine. also temale,
said Iy always blohes that lunch o whole duys.
rls always work. even gi
day do work.” Perhaps s because men don't have
wombs and there 1y that bit more space

CAN'T | TAKE A JoKE?

mule will alwuys remember wh atul

7

niaus

ls that just come down lora

their st

AS A HA‘m’.k &T FACT, 1J0sT
RAN 00T oF MY SENSE aF HUMoog !

nded to point the to

finger at anyone. or say that women do not enjoy the
concept of “free love” 1o the tullest, but there is a vast
rence between ree love, sharing your body with
someone for the night, and o drunken quicky, when
through the monatonous
s clue who you are with,

d

you only realise half
thrusting it you haven't
and start trymg 1o work oul how on
earth you managed 1o get yourselt'in
that siuaton, and how the fuck 1o
get out of i,

One thing that came up 2 an issue
in a discussion abotit patriarehy on
was the “clothing  problem’.
One woman told the following story:
“I used 1o have this pair of purple
trousers, which 1 wore all the time
because they were really comfort-
able, One day a pood male friend of
mine said (0 me Cyou ook really
sexy in those rousers’, and 1 sort of
Taughed it oIf as you do, but then he
said “have you not noticed all the
blokes looking at you™. I didn’t like
the thought ot that so 1 stopped
wearing then, 1 didn't wam people
o see my sex. | wanted them to see
me. | hegan deliberately w dress in g
less feminine manner, blamd and lad-
dish o avond |

I persenally fid a simil

when one suny day teeling
it 1 waore o skarl, numerons

Stle:

ssle

iTexperis

en commented ook one even

asked me “whian the Tuck 1 thonght 1 was weann,

The answer to male egos?
Throughout the 1980%s India's
Bandit Queen, Phootan Devi,
fed thousands i1 a war against

patriarchy & the caste system.

something instde me that | vould release, somet

guarded.

he apalogised

and parriid
tages’. Fur example, when s

a calm vow

you

S0t

i
recognising men as donnmant

SEXLST FENy;

sume way,
B i

irue vnly o the extent that we say it

ns predon
i ab western euliure. the

that made me relux. With Eioes | owas always o hinde

Despite all this disgrontlement. the patriarchy thal
exists is not a conscious thing. Once on an action |

looked distressed that he had s
anything that could be considered
sexist. For all men’s faults women
are still very much respected on site
v does have its ‘adva
s
are getling really tense between nien
women seem lo have a strangely
culming effect. If you talk to them
, they olten hsten. you
can wll them not to be violent and
they frequently are not, Men on siic
tend 1o become very protective ot
you, not in a possessive way bul you
know they will always look cut I

The fact that this happens proves
there ‘are gender dilferences, thal
sites are patriarchal, but thea so 15
ty, and it is society | blame ti
Many of us have been brought up

fact that site hiving s suppused!
some form of free anarchic society 1«
The reality 1+

There 15 ths definite fushion 1o dress i masculing
clothes—wiuch 1 generally do anywiy through el
s neither of us should have by

hut 1y beh s,
ke 1o teel that our clothes were i any. way sext
g then lor

or that we should o have been w
whatever reason.

The same woman told another story of living on site
which emphusises some of what | have been trying o
say: “1 had buen away from site lor two days, and [ was
walking down the slope to the fire pit when someans
showted hello our of therr reehouse, | shouted hello
hack, there must have been about six men on sie, one
person shouted “women ut last™ and they all jeered. It
Felt like a banichng sile—the energy in that hode bt ot
valley wis completely male. Iwas not that Edida’t like
it there, | boved i, there was space for me there. bat it
Alter a month or so | w

made me uncomiortable
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that our cultural knowledge 15 inadvenently embodicd
within s, and o order o release ourselves from o
male donnnated environment then we oeed a long il
ted project that 15 nat hampered by the con
ng s

coneentr

tmuous threat of eviction, armest and so
Jevels. Despite this, there is no reason lor complucen
being aware, and not assuming that women .
incompetent 1s a major step forward.,

The patriarchy on road protest camps 1s not a con
scious one, often it s not dehberate. and its a by-prod
uct of western culure. However 1t can make tor
repressive environment—"there 15 something abow
sites that brings out the caveman n some men,”




